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Abstract

Elites is a small number of people with power caused by wealth, political
position and accepted by society in which most people are leaders of their group and
influence others. Faculty of Political Science, Hatyai University offer the course of
political elites to students in politics and government program, this research studied with
43 students registered during the academic year 2017-2019 on the topic Elites: populist
policies and the expectations of the middle class according to the university student’s
perspective. According to focus group, students expressed that middle class is the most
ally with the elite by 38 students. Secondly, the lower middle class is allied with the
elite, consisting of 3 students and the upper middle class is partnering with elite via 2
students. It shows that the middle class of middle level there is a need for dependency
and government welfare. Therefore, almost all political parties propose populism for the
election campaign and lead to the establishment of government and bring populist
policies to the peoples, such as free buses, free trains, 30 baht to cure all diseases and
pledge rice etc.

Keywords: Elite, Populism, Expectation
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